
"May He give you the desire of your heart and make all your plans succeed." ~ Psalm 20:4

CONGRATULATIONS, ST. MARY’S PREPARATORY 
CLASS OF 2026!

MAY 2026
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UNITY TOWER  
This summer, Orchard Lake Schools will begin the 
renovation of a historic campus landmark—now newly 
named the Unity Tower—a project rooted not only in 
preservation, but in purpose.

The concept of the Unity Tower was developed by the 
St. Mary’s Preparatory Class of 1975, who's recent 
50th reunion rekindled a deep sense of connection to 
one another and to exploring the tower restoration. 
From that shared experience emerged a vision: to 
establish a visible and lasting symbol that honors the 
history of Orchard Lake Schools while uniting all past 
and future generations of graduates. That dialogue led 
to a comprehensive renovation plan, made possible 
through the financial support of the class, including a 
lead anonymous gift funding much of the work.

Perched at a defining point on campus, the Tower 
overlooks Orchard Lake to the west and the Shrine 
Chapel to the east—standing, quite literally, between 
the natural beauty of creation and the spiritual heart 
of the school. In this way, it reflects the fullness of the 
Orchard Lake experience: one that forms the whole 
person, grounded in faith, community, and purpose.
In this spirit, the Unity Tower will serve as a reminder 
of an unbroken line—one that begins with those who 
first walked these grounds in 1885 and continues 
forward through each graduating class.

GREAT Facility IMPROVEMENTS 
This month, St. Mary’s will break ground on the  
Lillian DeRose Constantakis Center for Eaglet 
Student-Athletes within the Dombrowski Fieldhouse. 
The renovation features important improvements 
for all student-athletes, with a special emphasis on 
creating new, dedicated spaces for the Girls Division. 
The project is scheduled for completion this fall.

The renovation will transform both levels of the 
Fieldhouse to better serve the daily needs of Eaglets, 
with a primary focus on establishing a true home 
dedicated space for the Girls Division:

A TRUE HOME FOR GIRLS DIVISION ATHLETES
The second floor will feature newly constructed 
locker rooms for female student-athletes, along with 
dedicated space for team meetings, film review, 
study, and staff support—fully reflecting their place 
at the center of the St. Mary’s experience.

NEXT-GENERATION TRAINING AND 
CONDITIONING CENTER
The existing banquet area will be transformed into 
a modern weight room and conditioning center 
accessible to all student-athletes, significantly 
expanding training capacity. The space will also 
incorporate advanced training technology, including 
a softball hitting simulator and a golf simulator, 
supporting year-round skill development.

EXPANDED AND IMPROVED BOYS LOCKER 
ROOM
The current first-floor weight room will be repurposed 
to expand and enhance the Boys Division locker 
rooms, improving functionality and overall flow within 
the Fieldhouse.

This work is made possible by a lead gift from 
Clarence Constantakis, St. Mary’s Class of 1944. 
The gift is made in memory of his late wife, Lillian, 
using her maiden name. Mr. Constantakis’ generosity 
reflects his belief that St. Mary’s was a life-changing 
experience and his desire to sustain its mission for 
current and future students.

“Clarence’s support and belief in St. Mary’s is an 
inspiration to us,” said Todd Covert, Chief Executive 
Officer. “This is an investment in our future, and our 
students will be exceptionally well served by these 
renovated facilities. It is exciting to think about  
what lies ahead and the history that continues to 
inspire it.”

Covert noted that this project represents the  
first phase of a broader effort that will also  
include additional student and fan seating at  
Msgr. Milewski Field, along with an expanded  
press box.

Ahead for Eaglet Student-Athletes Renovation

Construction is scheduled to begin in May, with 
completion anticipated later this year. The scope  
of the renovation includes:

1.  STRUCTURAL IMPROVEMENTS: A new roof 
and replacement of windows to ensure long-term 
stability

2.  RESTORATION WORK: Interior cleaning and 
exterior brick restoration to renew the historic 
structure

3.  TOWER IDENTITY & CAMPUS Enhancements: 
Signage on the tower and at ground level formally 
establishing the landmark; lighting designed to 
highlight its beauty; and new landscaping on the 
Quad side, including commemorative pavers 
recognizing alumni and supporters.

4.  A CROSS AT THE TOP of the tower 
recognizing the school’s core mission and the 
Class of 1975’s spiritual commitment.

More than a renovation, this project stands as a 
quiet but enduring witness: that the strength of the 
Orchard Lake Schools lies not only in its history, 
but in the unity of its people—formed in faith and 
carried forward together.
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College ACCEPTANCES

534 ACCEPTANCES WITH SCHOLARSHIPS TOTALING:

$12,833,538 
(as of April 15, 2026)  

*denotes multiple acceptances

Adrian College*
Albion College*
Alma College*

Aquinas College*
Arizona State University*

Auburn University*
Baylor University

Bowling Green State University
Calvin College*

Central Michigan University*
Cleary University

Clemson University*
Colorado School of Mines

Colorado State University*
Daytona State University

DePaul University*
Drake University

Drexel University*
Duquesne University*

Eastern Michigan University*
Ferris State University*

Florida State University*
Fordham University

Grand Valley State University*
High Point University

Hillsdale College
Hope College*

Indiana University*

John Carroll University*
Kalamazoo College*

Kent State
Kettering University

Lake Superior State University
Lawrence Technological 

University*
Loyola University Chicago*

Madonna University
Marquette University*

Maryville University
Mercyhurst University*

Miami University of Ohio*
 

Michigan State University*

 
Michigan Technological 

University*
Mississippi State University

North Carolina State University
Northern Michigan University*

Northwestern Tech Institute
Northwood University*

Oakland Community College*
Oakland University*

Ohio Northern University*
Ohio University

Oregon State University
Pennsylvania State University*

Purdue University 
Rutgers University

Saginaw Valley State University*
Seton Hall University

Southern Wesleyan University
Temple University*

Texas Technological University
The Ohio State University*

U.S. Naval Academy
University of Alabama*
University of Arizona*

University of California-
Riverside

University of Cincinnati*
University of Colorado Boulder*

University of Connecticut*
University of Dayton 
University of Denver

University of Detroit Mercy*

    University of Florida*
University of Illinois

University of Iowa
University of Kansas

University of Kentucky*
University of Louisville*

University of Massachusetts
University of Miami

University of Michigan
-Ann Arbor*

University of Michigan-
Dearborn*

University of Michigan-Flint
University of Minnesota*
University of Mississippi*

University of Notre Dame*
University of South Carolina*

University of Southern 
California*

University of Tampa*
University of Tennessee*
University of Tennessee-

Knoxville*
University of Toledo*
University of Utah*

University of Washington
University of Wisconsin Madison*

Valparaiso University
Wake Forest University
Wayne State University*

Western Michigan University*
   

Xavier University*

Broad College of Business* 
Honors College*

     Kelley School of Business*

     Farmer School of Business*

    Fisher School of Business

    6-year law program
    7-year dental program*

    College of Engineering*
    Ross School of Business*

Honors College*

SENIOR Honors Convocation
BOYS DIVISION

Valedictorian			   Luke Sallach
	
Salutatorian			   Ethan Marshall
	
Senior of the Year		  Duke Bann 	
	
Senior Athlete of the Year	 Cole Wisniewski
	
Msgr. Milewski Spirit Award	 Matthew Iacobell
	
Ken & Jackie Smerecki Award	 Zachary Essig
	
Karen Stewart Award		  Michael Gumma
				    Ayden Tatum
				  
Cathy Koterba Award		  Mario Marougi
	
Tim Zebari Award		  Tyler Shubnell
	
Tim Teklinski Award		  Chengji (Ander) Xiao
	
Iron Man Award			  Evan Cronberger
	
Headmaster's Award		  Derek Shina
				    Derick Conrad
	
Dean's Award			   Cooper Martin
				    John Brown
	
Patrick Daneluk			  Jake Yono
"Unsung Hero" Award		  Blake Bahri
				    Charles Meade
				    Christian Abro
				    Joseph Lagodzinski
				    Evan Stewart
				    Dominic Pizzo
				    Dillan Arafat
	
National Honor Society		  Duke Bann - President 
Awards				    Ethan Marshall - Vice 		
				    President
				    John Brown - Secretary
				  
Clarence & Lillian 		  Luke Jasinski 
Constantankis Legacy Award	
	
Oakland Press 			   Michael Gumma 
Best & Brightest			  Luke Sallach
				    Camren Glasker 
				    Duke Bann
				    Gaetano Di Ponio
				    Ethan Marshall

2026

GIRLS DIVISION
Valedictorian	 Jillian Gibbs
	
Salutatorian	 Sydney LeButt
	
Senior of the Year	 Jillian Gibbs
	
	
Senior Athlete of the Year	 Victoria Andrzejczak
	
Msgr. Milewski Spirit Award	 Ruby Ignasiak
	 Hailey Ward
	
Ken & Jackie Smerecki Award	 Riley Higgins
	
Karen Stewart Award	 Madeline Neil
	 Madeline Traynor
	
Mary Kaye Neumann Award	 Chloe Filiatraut
	
Tim Zebari Award	 Sadie Ross
	
Iron Eaglet Award	 Madison Lawrence
	
Headmaster's Award	 Aubrey Oraha
	 Cerina Lieberman
	
"Lady Eaglet" Award	 Ava Gallegos
	 Ava Merlo
	 Ella Selakowski
	 Carley Stevens
	 Madison Lawrence
	
	
National Honor Society 	 Genevieve Shina - President 
Awards	 Elise Williams - Vice President
	 Skyla Denha - Secretary
	 Sadie Ross- Tutoring Officer
	 Sydney LeButt - Tutoring Officer
	
Clarence & Lillian 	 Audrey Buckley 
Constantankis Legacy Award	
	
John Philip Sousa Award	 Jillian Gibbs
	
Oakland Press 	 Sydney LeButt 
Best & Brightest	 Ava Merlo
	 Sadie Ross
	 Madeline Neil
	 Jillian Gibbs	

2026

Congratulations to Luke Janinski and Audrey Buckley, 
the first recipients of the Clarence & Lillian Constantankis Legacy Award
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SENIOR Gift
Each year, it is tradition for the graduating class to 
present a 'Class Gift' to the school to commemorate 
their time on campus. This year, we are thrilled to 
announce that the Class of 2026, comprising both the 
Boys and Girls Divisions, has gifted three steel benches 
for the quad that were installed over spring break. Soon, 
commemorative plaques honoring the Class of 2026 
will be added. This meaningful gift will endure over time 
providing future students with additional gathering spots 
in the Trzcinski Quad to connect with their peers and 
enjoy the beautiful St. Mary's campus. Thank you,  
Class of 2026 students, families, and the Moms and 
Dads Club. Congratulations, graduates!

Gather at the 

Student ART SHOW 
Thank you to everyone who supported the 2nd Annual OLSM Student Art Show. The exhibition featured 
hundreds of works—drawings, paintings, ceramics, and digital media—highlighting student creativity. Special 
thanks to the Galeria staff for providing the space and support throughout the event. We're so proud of our 
OLSM student artists!  

Shines at Galeria

The SOUNDS
of Spring

The 5th annual OLSM Band Spring 
Concert was filled with beautiful 
performances that showcased the talent, 
passion, and teamwork of every member 
of the band - a memorable tradition that 
highlighted the spirit and excellence of 
OLSM’s music program.

Dear St. Mary’s Families,

It is with a heavy heart that I have decided to step 
down as the Varsity Hockey Head Coach at Orchard 
Lake St. Mary’s. The past 27 years have been truly 
unforgettable, and I have been incredibly fortunate 
to coach so many outstanding hockey players. More 
importantly, I have had the privilege of mentoring 
exceptional young men who have gone on to 
accomplish great things in their lives. During my time 
as Head Coach, our program achieved tremendous 
success, including four State Championships, three 
State Runner-Up finishes, and nine appearances in 
the Final Four. These accomplishments are something 
I will always cherish, but what I value most are the 
relationships built and the lifelong memories created 
along the way. While I am stepping away from my role 
as Head Coach, I am excited to continue supporting 
the program as the new Director of Hockey Operations 
for Orchard Lake St. Mary’s as we move forward 
into the future. I would like to sincerely thank all the 
players, parents, and families for your dedication, 
commitment, and unwavering support over the years. 
Most importantly, I want to thank the administration for 
giving me the opportunity to coach at such a fine and 
historic institution. 

Go Eaglets! 
God. Family. St. Mary’s.

Brian Klanow
Director, St Mary’s Athletic Complex, 
Director of Hockey Operations

Welcome Coach Schaffer (P'03)

Orchard Lake St. Mary’s is 
pleased to announce the 
appointment of Josh Schaffer 
as Head Varsity Coach of our 
Boys Division Hockey Program. 
He is a 2003 Prep grad who 
served as captain of our OLSM 
varsity team in his junior and 
senior seasons, totaling more 
than 100 points. He was 

inducted into the CHSL Hall of Fame in 2008. After graduating, 
Schaffer went on to attend the U.S. Air Force Academy  
where he played in 137 games as Air Force captured the 
2007 and 2008 Atlantic Hockey Association Championships, 
reaching the NCAA Sweet 16 for the first time in Air Force 
program history.

Off-ice, Schaffer’s career includes earning a BS in Systems 
Engineering Management from the Air Force Academy and 
a MA in Business Administration. His experience as a pilot 
serving our nation totals more than 2,500 hours of combat 
missions in over 100 countries around the world. He has 
piloted 10 different aircraft in his service to our nation as an 
Air Force pilot. 

Most recently, Schaffer has served as Assistant Coach of 
our Eaglets varsity team under Head Coach Brian Klanow. 
Join us in welcoming Josh, his wife and four children to our 
program as key members of our 141-year school mission of 
God. Family. St. Mary’s. 

The 2026 OLSM Run for the Roses Auction Gala took place on 
April 25, 2026. From mint juleps to beautiful centerpieces, every 
detail brought the Derby theme to life. Guests sipped, shopped 
the live and silent auctions, and hit the dance floor with the DJ. 
Dressed in bow ties and fascinators, everyone embraced the 
theme. Best of all, the event brought the St. Mary’s community, 
including alumni, together in support of the Moms and Dads Club 
and its initiatives for students.  
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Approximately 18 
fishers took part in the 
first-ever St. Mary’s 
Prep Shore Fishing 
Tournament trophy! 
Participants competed 
in pairs with each catch 
getting weighted and 
documented.  
And the winners are: 

1st place: Brandon “BJ” Adams and Brayden for a 
combined total of 40.65 lbs, with the biggest fish 
being 11.5 lbs.  
2nd place: Hudson, an incoming freshman for  
the 26-27 school year for a total of 35.8 lbs. 
3rd place: Caleb Gonzales  and Carter combined  
for 18 lbs. 

Fish On!

Jersey Design Contest
We are thrilled to 

announce that 
OLSM senior 
Chole Filiatraut is 
the official Girls 
Flag Football 

Jersey Design 
Contest Winner! 

“I’m honored that my 
design will be worn by the team 

this season!” said Filiatraut. Her design stood out 
for its bold colors, dynamic graphics, and the way it 
perfectly captures the energy and spirit of our team. 
“It was amazing to see so many creative ideas,” said 
Art Teacher Tara Johnson.  “Every design reflected 
the pride and excitement our students have for the 
sport.” We can’t wait to see the team take the field 
this season!

Girls Flag Football 

There’s More at The Bookstore.
248.392.9964

CELEBRATE 
THE MONTH OF

Mary.
On Thursday, March 19, the Varsity Boys  
Football team received their back-to-back  
State Championship rings that were blessed 
during Mass. 

Photo by Tara Johnson | Art Teacher | OLSM

Girls Track - Record Breakers
Celebrating new school records for Girls Track: 
•  4x200 relay of C. Ogle, V. Andrzejczak,  
   J. Andrzejczak, and V. Gonzales (1:48.20)
•  4x400 relay – V. Andrzejczak, G. Robison,  
    C. Ogle, V. Gonzales (4:13.29)

Ringing in Back-to-Back 
State Football Championship

PREP NEWS | | PREP NEWS  

Congratulations, Crew, on amazing performances at the Mitten 1 Regatta season opener – a great day for 
OLSM Crew at Mitten 1! 6, 1st Place, 5, 2nd place and 3, 3rd place medals.

Crew Makes Waves

On Wednesday, April 29, the following Eaglet 
student-athletes signed their National Letter of 
Intent to play college sports: 

Boys Division: 
Ryan Fresquez – Football | Case Western Reserve 
University • Owen Shippy – Soccer | Spring Arbor 
University • Luke Jackson – Football | Mercyhurst 
University • Cole Wisniewski – Track & Field & 
Cross Country | Kalamazoo College • Bela Matyus, 
Jr. – Basketball | Ohio Northern University  
• Keith Smith II | Football | Olivet
  
Girls Division: 
Chole Filiatraut – Rowing | University of 
Washington – Seattle • Cerina Lieberman  
– Track & Field | Madonna University  
• Maddi Curtin – Rowing | Indiana University 

Spring Signing Day
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What a moment—not just 
for Trey McKenney, but for 
the entire St. Mary’s Prep 
family when he and his 
teammates won the national 
championship. As an Eaglet, 
when team practices ended, 

Trey’s work was just beginning. Late evenings, he 
was always in the gym—shooting, grinding through 
drills, lifting in the weight room. Always there. 
Always improving. Always pushing. And today, 
McKenney's dedication exemplifies the power of 
his dreams.

Join us in welcoming Msgr. 
Machalski back to campus 
as Concelebrant of our 2026 
Founder’s Day Holy Mass at 
the Grotto. In 2011, he left his 
Diocese of Brooklyn to serve 
his alma mater where he was 
named 3rd Chancellor of the 
Orchard Lake Schools and 
11th Rector of SS. Cyril & 

Methodius Seminary through 2017 before returning 
to his Diocese where he serves as Pastor of Sacred 
Heart of Jesus R.C. Church - Bayside, New York, 
and Chaplain for the New York Mets.

In the April 13, 2026, 
Archdiocese of Detroit clergy 
announcements, Deacon  
Daniel Whalen was appointed 
Full-Time Priest Support to 
the Hope Renewed Family 
of Parishes (8), effective July 
1, 2026. It is anticipated that 
Deacon Whalen will serve 
primarily at Divine Child Parish 

in Dearborn, Michigan. The Our Lady of Refuge and 
St. Mary’s Preparatory graduate will be ordained to  
the priesthood on May 23, 2026.

After four years living and 
studying abroad in Kraków, 
Poland, Austin returned 
stateside in 2025. During his 
time overseas, Austin drew 
inspiration from his experiences 
to write his most recent book, 
Alvaron, now available. We’re 
proud to see one of our own 
exploring the world, expanding 
his mind, and sharing his stories 
— welcome home, Austin!

Msgr. Thomas Machalski (P’76, C’80) Daniel Whalen (P’18)  

Austin Healy (P’12)

| ALUMNI NEWS ALUMNI NEWS | 

Our 52nd Annual Ambassador Ball was a wonderful evening celebrating our members and donors for their generous 
contributions and continued support of the Orchard Lake Schools—Orchard Lake St. Mary’s Preparatory, the  

St. John Paul II Liturgical Center, and the Polish Institute of Culture & Research—through the Orchard Lake Schools 
Ambassadors Endowment, advancing our shared mission of excellence in education and formation.

We were honored to recognize our Fidelitas Award recipients, Fr. Stan Ulman and Monsignor Frank Koper, both 
proud alumni who shared heartfelt reflections on their years of service and their deep connection to Orchard Lake. 

We also extend our gratitude to Jeff and Michelle Petrucci, our 2026 First Ambassadors, for serving as gracious 
hosts. The evening also welcomed 13 new Annual Ambassador memberships and 3 new Perpetual Ambassador 

memberships. Special thanks to our donors: Schwartz & Co Investments, Bloomfield Construction, Dillion Energy, 
Financial One, the Family of Leo & Bernice Obloy, and Special Drill and Reamer Corp.

Guests enjoyed a variety of auction items and closed the evening dancing to the music of the Cliff Monear Band.  
We are truly grateful to all who attended and supported this special night!

Trey McKenney (P’25)

SHRINE OF ST. JOHN PAUL II: JUBILEE YEAR PILGRIMAGE SITE 
Did you know that the Archdiocese of Detroit has designated our Shrine Chapel at Orchard Lake one of 12 Detroit-

area pilgrimage sites ahead of the Jubilee 2025; a place for pilgrims to visit and receive a plenary indulgence? 

The Church celebrates ordinary jubilees every 25 years. In December 2024, the late Pope Francis 
ushered in the Holy Year 2025 by opening the Holy Doors of St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome for a year of grace, 

forgiveness and renewal — centered on the theme, “Pilgrims of Hope.”  

In 1470, Pope Paul II established the practice of celebrating jubilees every 25 years, instead of 50, 
to allow more people to experience a Holy Year within their lifetimes.  
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| ST. JOHN PAUL II LITURGICAL CENTER UPDATE

ST. JOHN PAUL II
After proclaiming Mary a “pre-eminent member”, the 
“type” and “model” of the Church, the Second Vatican 
Council says: “The Catholic Church, taught by the Holy 
Spirit, honours her with filial affection and devotion as a 
most beloved mother” (Lumen gentium, n. 53).

To tell the truth, the conciliar text does not explicitly 
attribute the title “Mother of the Church” to the Blessed 
Virgin, but it unmistakably expresses its content by 
repeating a statement made in 1748, more than two 
centuries ago, by Pope Benedict XIV . . . 

This title was rather rarely used in the past but has 
recently become more common in the pronouncements 
of the Church’s Magisterium and in the devotion of the 
Christian people. The faithful first called upon Mary with 
the title “Mother of God”, “Mother of the faithful” or “our 
Mother”, to emphasize her personal relationship with 
each of her children.

Later, because of the greater attention paid to the 
mystery of the Church and to Mary’s relationship to her, 
the Blessed Virgin began more frequently to be invoked 
as “Mother of the Church”.

Before the Second Vatican 
Council, this expression 
was found in Pope Leo XIII’s 
Magisterium, in which it is 
affirmed that Mary is “in all 
truth mother of the Church”. 
The title was later used many 
times in the teachings of John XXIII and Paul VI . . . 

The title “Mother of the Church” thus reflects the deep 
conviction of the Christian faithful, who see in Mary not 
only the mother of the person of Christ, but also of the 
faithful. She who is recognized as mother of salvation, life 
and grace, mother of the saved and mother of the living, 
is rightly proclaimed Mother of the Church.

Pope Paul VI would have liked the Second Vatican 
Council itself to have proclaimed “Mary Mother of 
the Church, that is, of the whole People of God, of 
the faithful and their Pastors”. He did so himself in 
his speech at the end of the Council’s third session 
(21 November 1964), also asking that “henceforth the 
Blessed Virgin be honoured and invoked with this title  
by all the Christian people”.

In the Words of 

REFLECTION
One of the important characteristics of the Catholic 
identity is Marian devotion and the whole month of May 
is traditionally dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary. One 
of the important Marian celebrations is May 13th, the 
anniversary of the first apparition of Our Lady in Fatima 

(May 13, 1917). This year, since Easter was celebrated 
early, we are also celebrating the memorial of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church, that falls on 
Monday after the Pentecost (this year on May 25th). An 
explanation of the title “Mother of the Church,” referring 
to the Blessed Virgin Mary, was given by St. John Paul II 
during the general audience on Sep 17, 1997 as follows:

BY FR. BERNARD WITEK 
DIRECTOR | ST. JOHN PAUL II LITURGICAL CENTER

The “Ever Forward” Strategic Plan has been approved, and the Orchard Lake Schools has initiated  
a new path. We are moving on to the second phase of the Master Plan for campus. “Ever Forward” charts  

a path forward for the OLS and its three major operational divisions. 

That path goes in the direction Fr. Dąbrowski envisioned – it leads toward OLS providing the best  
possible organizational structures and activities to enable the spiritual formation and educational growth 

 of the people OLS serves. 

For more information, visit www.orchardlakeschools.com/Ever-Forward

ST. PAUL II LITURGICAL CENTER UPDATE | 
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BY ANIA BIECIUK 
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR FOR POLONIA AFFAIRS, POLISH 
INSTITUTE OF CULTURE & RESEARCH AT ORCHARD LAKE

UPDATE

May at the Polish Institute 
turns our attention to the 
foundations that continue 
to shape Polish identity and 
public life. The celebration 
of Polish Constitution Day 
takes place on campus 
on May 3, marking the 
235th anniversary of the 
Constitution of 1791. For 

generations, Poles and Polish Americans have made 
their way to Orchard Lake to commemorate this 
occasion, and that tradition continues today. The 
day includes Holy Mass and a holiday akademia 
prepared by four local Polish language schools in 
Michigan. The Student Art Competition Awards will 
be announced at 3:00 pm in the Galeria, recognizing 
outstanding work from this year’s participants. 
Guests can enjoy a Polish meal and take part in the 
Vivat 5K Run around our campus.

On May 13 at 7:00 pm EST (6:00 pm CT), Dr. 
John Radzilowski will present a lecture on Polish 
Intelligence during World War II, in collaboration 
with the Polish Heritage Center in Panna Maria, 
Texas. Guests may attend in person in the Galeria or 
participate virtually via Zoom.

On May 15 at 7:00 pm, we introduce the Polish 
Institute Literary Salon with Michigan author 
Amanda Barratt and her novel, The Warsaw Sisters. 
Developed in part through research in our own 
archives and the World War II Museum, this work 
reflects the depth of stories preserved within our 
collections. The book is available on Amazon, and 
we encourage guests to read it in advance. Ms. 
Barratt will gladly autograph guest books, and 
additional titles from her collection will be available 
for purchase.

On May 23 at 2:00 pm, we welcome pianist Tetiana 
Shafran to the Galeria, presented in collaboration 
with the American Romanian Festival. A First 
Prize winner of the Olga Kern International Piano 
Competition, her program will feature works by 
Beethoven, Lysenko, Busoni, Enescu, and Chopin, 
offering a rich and varied afternoon of music.

Our current exhibit, “The History of Poland in 
Posters,” remains on view through May 24. The 
exhibit may be viewed during all our events, as 
well as by private appointment or guided tour. To 
schedule a visit, please call 248-836-1284 or email 
info@picrol.org.

Looking ahead, on June 20 at 7:00 pm, the 
Galeria will host the North American premiere of 
the documentary, “Covenant of Blood: The Last 
Soldiers of World War II” by Patrick Ney. This 
one-night-only event includes a screening and a 
meet-and-greet with the filmmaker, who will travel 
from the United Kingdom. The film tells the story 
of the Polish underground soldiers who continued 
to resist after 1945, when Poland fell under Soviet 
control. Often referred to as the “Cursed Soldiers,” 
many were persecuted, imprisoned, and executed 
by the communist regime. As the first English-
language documentary dedicated to this history for 
an international audience, it brings long-overlooked 
stories to wider recognition. Hosting Patrick Ney at 
Orchard Lake is a rare and significant moment for our 
community. We encourage you to join us and to bring 
your fathers and families as we mark Father’s Day 
weekend together.

Polish Institute

POLISH INSTITUTE UPDATE | | POLISH INSTITUTE UPDATE

N O R T H
A M E R I C A N
P R E M I E R E

O N E  N I G H T  O N L Y

GALERIA • ORCHARD LAKE SCHOOLS
3535 COMMERCE RD,
ORCHARD LAKE, MI

PATRICK NEY (UK)

Spec ia l  Appearance
by  F i lmmaker

Post-screening meet and greet

Free Will Donation

For tickets and full event details,
visit www.picrol.org

JUNE 20, 2026
 7 PM

On July 17 at 7:00 pm, the Galeria will welcome 
Scholares Minores pro Musica Antiqua, marking 
the first stop of their Michigan tour, part of a limited 

United States visit focused exclusively on Michigan. 
Founded in 1975 in Poniatowa, near Lublin, Poland, 
this internationally recognized children’s ensemble 
specializes in medieval, Renaissance, and early 
Baroque music.

What distinguishes the group is the authenticity of 
their performance. The young artists both sing and 
perform on historical instruments, including viola 
da gamba, crumhorn, psaltery, and rebec, often 
incorporating elements of period movement and 
presentation. We are thrilled to welcome them to 
campus. 

For tickets and more information on all events, 
please visit www.picrol.org.

W maju zapraszamy do wspólnego przeżywania 
naszej historii i tradycji.
Do zobaczenia w Galerii.

WITH A SONG IN MY HEART
Our fundraiser concert, in support of the installation 
of a new sound system in the Galeria, carried true 
purpose and meaning. We are deeply grateful to all 
who joined us and supported this effort.

With heartfelt gratitude, we thank this event’s 
performers for a program that was both beautiful and 
deeply moving: Stacey Mason, violin and vocalist; 
Andrew Langlands, vocalist; Ken Krach, pianist.
A particularly moving moment was Ave Maria, 
dedicated to the victims of the Katyń Massacre, a 
1940 atrocity in which thousands of Polish officers 
and intellectuals were executed, remembered on our 
campus through a sculpture honoring their sacrifice.

An Afternoon of Music with Purpose
With sincere appreciation to our sponsors for their 
generosity and support: Stephen and Maureen 
Gross, Waldemar and Annette Raczkowski, Jeff 
Petrucci, Jason Knysz, Mike and Jo Obloy, Frank 
and Julie Janosz, and Barbara Glinski,

And with special thanks to our dedicated Co-Chairs: 
Jo Obloy, Julie Janosz and Barbara Glinski.

For those who wish to contribute, please contact us 
at (248) 836-1284 or info@picrol.org. Checks may 
be made payable to the Polish Institute of Culture 
& Research and mailed to 3535 Commerce Rd., 
Orchard Lake, MI 48324.

mailto:info@picrol.org
http://www.picrol.org
mailto:info@picrol.org
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ST. PAUL II LITURGICAL CENTER UPDATE | 
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Founder's Day & Alumni Golf  
SPONSORSHIPS

Become a sponsor of one or 
both of these events. Visit 

www.orchardlakeschools.
com/founder-s-day for more 
information on how to sponsor 

these events.

YOUNG ALUMNI ADMISSION
Prep graduates: 2016-2026

http://www.orchardlakeschools.com/founder-s-day
http://www.orchardlakeschools.com/founder-s-day
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2026 ALUMNI AWARDS
We’re so excited to share a first look at this year’s 
Alumnus of the Year and Distinguished Alumni who will 
be honored at Founder’s Day, Saturday, June 6, 2026, 
at the Founder’s, Alumni & Friends Dinner under the big 
white tent in the Trzcinski Quad and inside the  
Fr. Rakoczy Gym.

ALUMNUS OF THE YEAR 
Joseph Majcher (P’66), a St. Mary’s Prep graduate, 
earned Bachelor’s, Master’s, Doctorate, and MBA 
degrees from the University of Detroit Mercy. He served 
in the U.S. Army, attaining the rank of Captain, and spent 
37 years as an executive engineer at General Motors. 
After retiring, he served as mayor and now councilman 
of Orchard Lake, Michigan, and is a licensed Michigan 
residential builder. He is vice-chairman of the Board of 
Regents and chairman pro-tem of the St. John Paul II 
Liturgical Center. A Regent since 2015, he has served on 
multiple boards and committees and helped lead major 
campus projects. A practicing Catholic, he belongs to 
Our Lady of Czestochowa Parish. He and his wife, Mary, 
have three children and three grandchildren. 

DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI 
Peter Facione, PhD, (P’62).  This Distinguished 
Alumnus grew up in Detroit, graduated from St. Mary’s 
Preparatory and Sacred Heart College, and earned 
his PhD from Michigan State University. He has been 
a lead strategic planning consultant since 2007. He is 
managing partner of Measured Reasons LLC, a Los 
Angeles-based research and consulting firm supporting 
excellence in strategic thinking and leadership decision-
making. Facione has served in numerous leadership 
roles at major universities, was a CFO and COO, and 
achieved numerous other business accomplishments. 
His favorite professional sports team is the Detroit Lions. 
At his OLSM Honors Convocation, he was awarded the 
“Kowaleski Award” which was given to the most all-
around senior. 

Steve Facione (P’70). The current Prep Board Trustee 
and former Regent has built a distinguished career 
marked by professional achievement and dedicated 
service to his alma mater. After earning a master's 
degree from the University of Michigan and working five 
years in the public sector, he spent most of his 40-year 
career with Olympia Entertainment, managing Detroit’s 
Joe Louis Arena and Cobo Arena. He also helped lead 

the restoration of the Fox Theatre and contributed to 
the construction of Comerica Park. Named to Crain’s 
Detroit Business “40 Under 40” in 1992, he later worked 
in development for Prep classmate Richard Trzcinski’s 
Primerica Development and finished his career as  
Vice President of Franchise Development for  
Big Boy Restaurants. 

Jesse Venegas (P’99).  Venegas is President of Ideal 
Group, a Detroit-based family enterprise spanning 
manufacturing supply-chain services, construction, 
and facility protection technologies. Under Venegas’s 
leadership, the company has grown into a nationally 
recognized business serving major industrial and 
automotive clients. He is active in civic leadership, 
serving on the Detroit Opera Board, the Michigan 
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce (past Chairperson), 
and the Michigan Hispanic Latino Commission, and 
contributing to the Rise Higher Detroit initiative. He 
supports Orchard Lake St. Mary’s through scholarships, 
athletics, and alumni engagement, and aids Detroit 
Cristo Rey High School. He was named Ernst & 
Young Entrepreneur of the Year 2025 for Michigan and 
Northwest Ohio. 
 
Rev. Andrew Wotta (P ’20, C ’22, S ‘26) Posthumous. 
Fr. Wotta was a priest, math and science teacher, 
and the second principal of St. Mary’s Preparatory. 
The graduate of OLSM and accomplished basketball 
player returned to the Prep in 1922 as a teacher and 
later coached the Eaglets to their first Class C State 
Championship in 1933. He also served as Dean of Men 
and contributed to documenting the history of St. Mary’s 
College. His lifelong dedication to the formation of young 
men and to the mission of Orchard Lake reflects the 
enduring spirit of service and leadership the Schools 
seek to instill in every graduate. Fr. Wotta passed away 
in 1990. The Fr. Andrew Wotta Center, originally built 
in 1891 and later renovated for multiple campus uses, 
bears his name. Like its namesake, the building reflects  
a legacy of faith, education, and commitment to  
student growth. 

Announced

| ALUMNI NEWS ALUMNI NEWS | 

golf @ pine knob
FRIDAY MORNING

family 5k
RUN/WALK

soccer game
ALUMNI

7-on-7 football
ALUMNI

FOOTBALL FIELD BEHIND VISITOR STAND

Check back soon for full bios on our Founder's Day page.
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Upcoming EVENTS highlights
May 2026

Visit olsmathletics.com for more information on schedules and playoffs, and check for results on Instagram and Facebook. 

MONTHLY ENROLLMENTS
Throughout the year, donors to the Orchard Lake Schools enroll their loved ones in the “Friends of the 

Orchard Lake Schools”. Prayers are offered at every mass at the Archdiocesan Shrine of St. John Paul II  
for those names enrolled. These names are those that have been added from the month of March.   

For more enrollment information, please contact Lisa Gray at lgray@orchardlakeschools.com

MARIAN ANTON 
AMAL DENHA 
MARY DICHOW 

 

KARYN PAPP 
JANE PULLAM 
KATHRYN A. QUADERER
 

DR. ANNELIESE SINNOTT, S'78 
OLGA SYRKOWSKI 
LINDA WILSON 
PATRICIA ZABAWSKI 

SR. ANNELIESE SINNOTT, OP (S'78) 
March 30, 2026 ~ Age 88  

Adrian, Michigan 

MICHAEL WIKTOR (P'59)   
March 7, 2026 - Age 83 

Canton, Michigan  

IN MEMORIAM . . .  
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.  

+ MAY THEY REST IN PEACE + 

+ Remembering our loved ones who passed into eternal rest January – March, 2026.  
You can view previous years by visiting our website at: www.orchardlakeschools.com/in-memoriam 

To inform the OLS of the passing of a friend or alumnus of the Orchard Lake Schools, email us at: info@orchardlakeschools.com 

1-24	 “The History of Poland in Posters” Exhibit @ Galeria by Appt. or Guided Tour 
2	 Crew Laddie Cup Regatta @ OLSM | 8:00 AM 
	 3rd Annual Vivat 5K | 9:00 AM 
	 Varsity Baseball Doubleheader vs. St. John’s Jesuit | 11:00 AM 
	 Girls Tennis @ Grosse Pointe Quad | TBD 
3	 Polish Constitution Day Mass & Polish Lunch 
	 Student Art Competition Awards Ceremony @ Galeria | 3:00 PM Galeria
4	 Boys Varsity Golf @ Oakland Hills Invitational | 12:00 PM 
	 Boys Varsity Golf @ Charger Invitational @ Flint Golf Club | 12:00 PM 
	 Track vs. Divine Child | 4:00 PM 
4-7	 Final Exams (Seniors) 
5	 Boys Varsity Golf vs. De La Salle @ The Orchards Golf Club | 3:30 PM 
	 Girls Tennis @ Royal Oak HS | 4:00 PM 
6	 Varsity Baseball Doubleheader vs. U of D Jesuit | 4:00 PM 
9	 Girls Tennis CHSL Championship @ Cranbrook | TBD 
9-10	 Crew @ Midwest Championship @ Kensington Metro Park | 8:00 AM 
	 Boys Track CHSL Championship @ Detroit Catholic Central | TBD 
10	 Mother's Day
11	 Boys Varsity Golf CHSL Tournament @ Oakland University | 8:30 AM 
	 Boys Varsity Golf @ Plum Hollow Invitational | 12:00 PM 
12	 Varsity Baseball @ CHSL Quarterfinals | TBD 
13	 Boys Varsity Golf @ Oakland Co. @ Fieldstone Golf Club | 9:00 AM 
	 Varsity Baseball vs. Detroit Western | 4:30 PM 
	 Polish Institute Lecture “Polish Intelligence during WWII” @ Galeria | 7:00 PM 
14	 Boys Varsity Golf @ The Meadows at GVSU | 9:00 AM 
14-16	 Track MHSAA Regionals | TBD 
15	 Graduation Practice/Boys Breakfast & Girls Brunch 
	 End of 4th Marking Period 
	 Polish Institute Author Amanda Barratt – The Warsaw Sisters – Galeria | 7:00 PM 
15-16	 Varsity Baseball @ CHSL Semi/Finals | TBD 
16	 Crew @ State Championship @ Kensington Metro Park | 8:00 AM 
	 Girls Tennis MHSAA Regionals @ Cranbrook | TBD 
17	 Graduation Day Baccalaureate Mass & Commencement (Girls 10:00 AM | Boys 1:00 PM) 
18	 Boys Varsity Golf OLSM/Top 50 Jr. Tour Invitational @ Spring Meadows Country Club | 12:00PM 
	 Varsity Baseball vs. Lake Orion | 4:30 PM 
18-21	 Final Exams (Grades 9-11) 
19	 Track Freshman Oakland Co. Championships | TBD 
21	 Girls Varsity Softball Doubleheader vs. Yale | 4:00 PM 
22	 Track Oakland Co. Championship | TBD 
22-23	 Crew @ SRAA National Championship @ Oak Ridge, Tennessee 
23	 Varsity Baseball Doubleheader vs. Hartland | 11:00 AM (Senior Day) 
	 Polish Institute Performance by Pianist Tetiana Shafran – Galeria | 2:00 PM 
24	 Pentecost Sunday 
25	 Memorial Day 
26	 Boys Varsity Golf MHSAA Regionals @ Flint Golf Club | 9:00 AM 
	 Varsity Baseball @ MHSAA Pre-District @ OLSM | TBD 
28	 Girls Varsity Softball vs. Bloomfield Hills | 4:30 PM 
30	 Varsity Baseball @ MHSAA District @ OLSM | TBD 
	 Girls Varsity Softball @ MHSAA Districts @ Notre Dame Prep | TBD 
	 Track MHSAA Finals @ Hamilton | TBD 

WALLACE "WALLY" OZOG,  
HONORARY ALUMNUS 1985

http://olsmathletics.com
http://www.orchardlakeschools.com/in-memoriam
mailto:info@orchardlakeschools.com


MASS schedule
May 2026

*Polish Mass is now live streamed at:
www.youtube.com/ 
@orchardlakeschools9385/streams 

"Then press "Live" for the current 
Sunday live broadcast."

SUNDAY, MAY 3 
9:00 AM	 FR. WITEK | POLISH*		  SEMINARY CHAPEL
9:00 AM	 MSGR. BROWNE | LATIN	 ST. JOHN PAUL II SHRINE
11:00 AM	 FR. WITEK | ENGLISH		  ST. JOHN PAUL II SHRINE
1:00 PM	 FR. WITEK | POLISH*		  ST. JOHN PAUL II SHRINE

SUNDAY, MAY 10 | MOTHER'S DAY
9:00 AM	 FR. WITEK | POLISH*		  SEMINARY CHAPEL
9:00 AM	 FR. WHITAKER – LATIN	 ST. JOHN PAUL II SHRINE
11:00 AM	 FR. WITEK | ENGLISH		  ST. JOHN PAUL II SHRINE

WEDNESDAY, MAY 13 | OUR LADY OF FATIMA
7:00 PM	 FR. WITEK | ENGLISH		  GROTTO

SUNDAY, MAY 17 | THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD
9:00 AM	 FR. WITEK | POLISH*		  SEMINARY CHAPEL
NO LATIN MASS
11:00 AM	 FR. WITEK | ENGLISH		  SEMINARY CHAPEL
1:00 PM	 FR. WITEK | POLISH*		  SEMINARY CHAPEL

SUNDAY, MAY 24 | PENTECOST SUNDAY
9:00 AM	 FR. WITEK | POLISH*		  SEMINARY CHAPEL
9:00 AM	 FR. WHITAKER | LATIN		 ST. JOHN PAUL II SHRINE
11:00 AM	 FR. WITEK | ENGLISH		  ST. JOHN PAUL II SHRINE

SUNDAY, MAY 31 | MOST HOLY TRINITY
9:00 AM	 FR. WITEK | POLISH*		  SEMINARY CHAPEL
9:00 AM	 FR. MCDONNEL | LATIN	 ST. JOHN PAUL II SHRINE
11:00 AM	 FR. WITEK | ENGLISH		  ST. JOHN PAUL II SHRINE

Please 
note 
change

	

(in case of rain, Rosary in Shrine)

DAILY MASSES
MONDAY-FRIDAYS		  7:00 PM | ENGLISH				    ST. JOHN PAUL II SHRINE
SATURDAYS	 		  9:00 AM | ENGLISH 				    ST. JOHN PAUL II SHRINE

SHRINE OPEN HOURS
SUNDAY & SATURDAY    	 8:00 AM – 9:00 PM    				    ST. JOHN PAUL II SHRINE

ROSARY AT THE GROTTO
EVERYDAY    			   6:30 PM    					     MARIAN GROTTO

EXTRA-LITURGICAL DEVOTIONS 
1ST FRIDAY 5/1		  MASS | 7:00 PM | *FR. WITEK 			   ST. JOHN PAUL II SHRINE 
1ST SATURDAY 5/2		  MASS | 9:00 AM * FR. WITEK 			   ST. JOHN PAUL II SHRINE
1ST THURSDAY 5/7		  MASS | 7:00 PM * FR. WITEK 			   ST. JOHN PAUL II SHRINE
THURSDAY 5/14		  BIBLE STUDY AFTER MASS | 7:45 PM		 ST. JOHN PAUL II SHRINE
FRIDAY 5/15			   DIVINE MERCY PRAYERS | 7:45 PM	 	 ST. JOHN PAUL II SHRINE
				    KRĄG BIBLIJY | 8:00 PM			   SEMINARY CHAPEL
CONFESSIONS
MONDAY-FRIDAY		  5:30 – 6:20 PM					    ST. JOHN PAUL II SHRINE
SATURDAYS	 		  8:00 – 8:55 AM 				    ST. JOHN PAUL II SHRINE

(in case of rain,
Shrine Chapel)

http://www.youtube.com/
@orchardlakeschools9385/streams 

http://www.youtube.com/
@orchardlakeschools9385/streams 


